[MOE]  SUMMARY:  Latest  Drive  Clean  analysis  shows  major 
reductions  in  harmful  light  duty  vehicle  and  non-diesel  heavy 
duty  vehicle  emissions 

Vehicles  are  the  largest  single  domestic  source  of  smog-causing  pollutants  in 
Ontario.  Smog-causing  pollutants  include  nitrogen  oxides  (NOx)  and  volatile 
organic  compounds  (VOCs)  such  as  hydrocarbons  (HC). 

Drive  Clean  reduces  emissions  of  smog-causing  pollutants  as  well  as  other 
harmful  pollutants  by  requiring  vehicles  to  undergo  an  emissions  test  to  identify 
emissions  problems  and  have  them  repaired,  before  their  licence  plates  can  be 
renewed  or  ownership  is  transferred. 

A  new  report,  from  an  independent  analysis  by  Stewart  Brown  Associates, 
describes  emissions  reduction  results  based  on  data  collected  from  1999  through 
2005  from  Drive  Clean  tests  of  light  duty  vehicles  (LDVs)  and  non-diesel  heavy- 
duty  vehicles  (NDHDVs).  In  this  report,  Stewart  Brown  Associates  applied 
improved  conversion  factors  that  assigned  lower  emissions  to  newer,  cleaner 
vehicles  to  analyze  program  results. 

The  report  indicates  that  Drive  Clean  identifies  more  than  225,000  excessively 
polluting  cars  and  trucks  each  year.  In  2005  alone,  the  emissions  system  repairs 
required  by  Drive  Clean,  the  results  of  successful  repairs  in  previous  years,  and 
the  indirect  effect  of  the  program  to  improved  vehicle  maintenance  is  estimated 
to  have  reduced  smog-causing  emissions  by  34,000  tonnes,  a  25  per  cent  drop 
from  the  130,000  tonnes  of  emissions  that  southern  Ontario  would  be  subjected 
to  otherwise. 

From  1999  to  2005,  the  program  reduced  smog-causing  emissions  by  a  total  of 
over  150,000  tonnes.  During  the  same  period,  the  program  has  also  reduced 
emissions  of  carbon  monoxide  (CO),  a  poisonous  gas  by  over  1 .4  million  tonnes 
and  carbon  dioxide  (C02),  a  greenhouse  gas,  by  more  than  170,000  tonnes. 

To  read  the  entire  consultant's  report,  click  on:  Drive  Clean  Program  Emissions 
Benefit  Analysis  and  Reporting  -  Light  Duty  Vehicles  and  Non-diesel  IHeavv  Duty 
Vehicles  -  1999  to  2005. 


